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Abstract

The purpose of this article is to analyze the publications of the Jesuit Eastern
Rite bimonthly “Oriens”, issued in Krakow between 1933 and 1939, in order
to determine its value as a source for research on the history of the Neo-Union
in Volhynia. The study is based on a critical approach to source materials and
employs general scholarly methods (analysis and synthesis, generalization,
comparison), as well as specialized historical methods (source analysis, prob-
lem-chronological and historical-typological approaches). The study’s novelty
lies in the fact that, for the first time in Ukrainian historiography, the journal
“Oriens” is examined as a subject of research, demonstrating its important role
in disseminating information about the Neo-Union and promoting its ideas. The
study shows that the journal devoted considerable attention to the development
of the Neo-Union in Volhynia and may therefore be regarded as one of the
principal printed sources on the subject. The study concludes that various aspects
of the life of the Neo-Union Church in Volhynia are unevenly covered in
“Oriens”. The greatest attention is paid to the Dubno Eastern Rite Seminary,
somewhat less to the missionary work of the Redemptorists and Capuchins of
the Eastern Rite in Volhynia. Many materials concern the development of par-
ish centers. Although these reports are mostly brief, they allow us to trace the
main events of parish life in 1933—-1939: the emergence of new centers,
the construction of church buildings, and the transfer of priests. The journal’s
materials clearly shed light on the difficult relations between the Volhynian
Uniates and the Orthodox clergy and local authorities. The journal’s unique
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photographic illustrations, documenting lost church buildings and clergymen,
also constitute an exceptional historical source. However, for all the value of
the material accumulated in “Oriens”, one must bear in mind the confessional
character of the journal, which calls for a critical reading of certain reports.

Keywords: “Oriens” journal; Neo-Union; Volhynia; Dubno Seminary;
Redemptorists; parish

Streszczenie

Celem pracy jest analiza publikacji czasopisma jezuitow obrzadku wschodnie-
go ,,0Oriens”, wydawanego w latach 1933—1939 w Krakowie, w celu okreslenia
jego potencjatu zrodtowego w badaniach nad historig neounii na Wotyniu.
Podstawa metodologiczna badan opiera si¢ na zasadzie krytycznego podejscia
do materialu zrodlowego, a takze na metodach ogodlnonaukowych (analizy
i syntezy, uogdlnienia, porownania) oraz specjalnych metodach historycznych
(analizy zrédloznawczej, problemowo-chronologicznej, historyczno-
-typologicznej). Nowo$¢ naukowa pracy polega na tym, zZe po raz pierwszy
w ukrainskiej historiografii czasopismo ,,Oriens” zostato okreslone jako przed-
miot badan, podczas ktérych ukazano jego istotng rolg¢ w procesie rozpowszech-
niania informacji o neounii oraz propagowaniu jej idei. Ustalono, ze periodyk
poswiecal wiele uwagi rozwojowi neounii na Wolyniu, dlatego moze by¢
uznany za jedno z podstawowych drukowanych zrodet dotyczacych tej proble-
matyki. Przeprowadzone badania pozwalajg stwierdzi¢, ze rozne aspekty zycia
Kosciota neounickiego na Wolyniu zostaty w ,,Oriens” przedstawione nierow-
nomiernie. Najwiecej uwagi poswigcono funkcjonowaniu dubienskiego semi-
narium obrzadku wschodniego, nieco mniej — dzialalno$ci misyjnej redempto-
rystow 1 kapucynow obrzadku wschodniego na Wotyniu. Wiele materiatow
dotyczy rozwoju osrodkéw parafialnych. Cho¢ w wickszos$ci sg to krotkie in-
formacje, pozwalaja one przesledzi¢ gtéwne wydarzenia zycia parafialnego
w latach 1933—-1939: powstawanie nowych osrodkow, budowe obiektow sa-
kralnych, przenosiny duchowienstwa. Z materialow czasopisma wyraznie wy-
laniajg si¢ takze ztozone relacje wotynskich unitéw z duchowienstwem prawo-
stawnym oraz z wtadzami lokalnymi. Cennym Zrédtem historycznym sg rowniez
unikatowe fotografie zamieszczone w czasopiSmie, dokumentujace nieistnieja-
ce juz §wiatynie oraz duchownych. Jednak przy catej wartosci materiatu zro6-
dlowego zgromadzonego w ,,Oriens” nalezy pamigta¢ o wyznaniowym charak-
terze tego periodyku, co sktania do krytycznej oceny czg$ci zawartych w nim
informacji.

Stowa kluczowe: czasopismo ,,Oriens”; neounia; Wotyn; seminarium dubienskie;
redemptorysci; parafia

whhhk

Statement of the Problem

In interwar Poland, a considerable number of Christian periodicals were pub-
lished, serving either as official organs of particular denominations or appearing
on the initiative of private individuals and public organizations. Some of these



THE “ORIENS” JOURNAL AS A SOURCE 153

are frequently consulted by contemporary scholars engaged in research on church
history because of their significant value as sources. For instance, references to the
Orthodox periodicals “Vestnik Pravoslavnoy Mitropolii v Polshe”, “Voskresnoe
chtenie”, and “Tserkva i narid” appear quite often in historical works. Likewise,
Catholic publications such as “Missye Katolickie”, “Polak-Katolik”, “Miesi¢cznik
Diecezjalny Lucki”, and the Greek Catholic “Lvivski arkhieparkhialni vidomos-
ti” are well known to researchers. The relative accessibility of these and similar
publications is one of the factors ensuring that various aspects of the history of
the Orthodox, Catholic, and Greek Catholic Churches continue to attract schol-
arly attention. By contrast, the lack of reliable sources is a principal reason why
the development of the Neo-Union jurisdiction, which spread in interwar Poland
from 1924 onward, remains comparatively understudied. As a variant of the Uni-
ate movement, the Neo-Union (the Union of the Eastern, or Byzantine-Slavic,
rite) differed from Greek Catholicism in certain respects (including a liturgical
rite identical to the Orthodox one and the absence of a hierarchy separate from
the Latin Church). Although the movement was comparatively small in number,
periodicals devoted entirely to the Neo-Union were published in Poland. The most
widely circulated among them was the journal “Oriens”’; however, for a long time
it remained difficult to access and, consequently, little known to contemporary
Ukrainian scholars, who were largely unaware of its value as a source.

Review of Recent Research

While the Greek Catholic press has been the subject of separate analysis
in Ukrainian source studies,! Neo-Union publications have not received such
attention. There are only works by Ukrainian authors analyzing contemporary
historiography on the subject of the Neo-Union.” To date, the only study devoted
to a Neo-Union periodical is an article by the Polish author Adam Sutawka, who
analyzed the journal “Oriens” as a source for the history of the Neo-Union in
the Second Polish Republic.’ In line with his research aims, the author provided
a general overview of the journal’s publications. The article contains no discussion
of materials relating to the development of the Neo-Union in Volhynia (of all the
“Ukrainian” voivodeships, the Neo-Union spread only there).

The aim of this article is to analyze the journal “Oriens” as a source on the
history of the Neo-Union in Volhynia.

Presentation of the main material
The bimonthly “Oriens”, as the publication of the Jesuit Eastern mission
in Poland, began to appear in Krakow in 1933 and ceased publication with the

' R. Blihars'kij, Ukrains'ka presa dla sluziteliv cerkvi v Galicini 1920—-1930-h rr., “Obraz”,
(2015) no. 3, pp. 29-36.

2 P. Gava, Katolic¢eskad cerkov' vizantijsko-slavinskogo obrdda (neounid) v sovremennoj pol'skoj
istoriografii, “Aktual'nye problemy gumanitarnyh i estestvennyh nauk”, (2014) no. 5, pp. 82-85.

3 A. Sutawka, Dookota akcji unijnej. Dwumiesigcznik “Oriens” (1933-1939) jako pismo pro-
pagujqce neounig w Il Rzeczypospolitej, https://histmag.org/Dookola-akcji-unijnej-Dwumiesiecznik-
Oriens-19331939-jako-pismo-propagujace-neounie-w-II-Rzeczypospolitej-7294 (acces: 27.04.2026).
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outbreak of the Second World War in 1939. A total of forty issues of the journal
were published, with Father Jan Urban serving as its editor throughout.

The cover of “Oriens” itself stated that the bimonthly was devoted to the re-
ligious affairs of the East. It should be noted, however, that the majority of the
journal’s publications were devoted not to the Orthodox Church but to the Uniate
Church, although individual reports from Orthodox life were also published. The
editor articulated the specific aims of the publication in the first issue of “Oriens”:
to introduce readers to the religious East, both in its ecclesiastical divisions and in
the partial unity it had achieved with the West. The editor observed that the Union
cause in Poland was entangled in various hostilities and prejudices, concealed behind
Polish raison d’état and Latin-civilizational slogans, and argued that the journal
would serve to dispel these prejudices and clear up misunderstandings, addressing
Polish readers, publicists, politicians, and clergy alike.*

In pursuit of its editorial aims, “Oriens” covered the life of Catholic-Uniate
churches throughout the world, but devoted the greatest attention to the Eastern
Rite Union (Neo-Union), which had been spreading in Poland since 1924. Since
Volhynia had the largest number of Neo-Union centers compared to other voivode-
ships, the journal directed considerable attention toward this region.

In the very first issue of “Oriens”, a article piece appeared containing informa-
tion about how the Eastern Rite Redemptorist mission came to the Luck (Lutsk)’
diocese from Zboiska (Zboyishcha) near Lwow (Lviv), one of the pioneers in
spreading the Neo-Union in Volhynia. In contemporary Ukrainian historiography,
the work of the Redemptorists in the Volhynian Voivodeship has been studied
rather superficially, although the existence of their monastery in Kowel (Kovel)
is well known. Far less is known about the circumstances of the Redemptorists’
arrival in Volhynia at the invitation of the Luck bishop Adolf Szelazek. The article
contains unique information both about this and about unrealized plans to open
a monastery of the Eastern Rite in Zahorow (Zahoriv) for monks who had con-
verted to the Neo-Union from Orthodoxy. Since it was the Redemptorist Mikotaj
Czarnecki who was to work with these individuals, the article also sheds light on
courses held for five converted monks in the second half of spring 1926 at the Luck
Catholic Seminary. It further discusses the establishment of the first Redemptorist
missionary station in the town of Kostopol (Kostopil) and the reasons for their
relocation a year later to the town of Kowel (Kovel), and provides examples of
the Redemptorists’ missionary work in various parts of Volhynia, where emigrants
from Galicia lived.® In subsequent issues, “Oriens” published no separate articles
on the Kowel Redemptorist mission, apart from occasional mentions in reports on
the development of the Neo-Union in Volhynia.

In addition to the Redemptorists, the Eastern Rite Capuchins also engaged in
spreading the Neo-Union in Volhynia. While the activities of the former have at

4 Z czem przychodzimy?, “Oriens”, (1933) no. 1, pp. 1-2.

5 The names of places that were located in the former Volhynian Voivodeship and are now part
of Ukraine are presented in their Polish variants as used in the sources, with their current Ukrainian
equivalents provided in brackets — translator’s note.

¢ Redemptorysci wschodni na Wolyniu, “Oriens”, (1933) no. 1, pp. 23-24.
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least been partially studied, the Capuchins’ missionary work is very poorly doc-
umented. The article published in Oriens in 1934 is therefore of particular value
to researchers. It is devoted to the Capuchins who arrived in 1931 from the Pinsk
region and settled in the town of Lubieszoéw (Liubeshiv), where a former Capu-
chin monastery stood. “Oriens” expressed hope that these monks would play the
same role in Polesia as the Redemptorists in Volhynia.” However, the missionary
achievements of the Eastern Rite Capuchins were more modest, although they
did achieve some successes in the Kamien Koszyrski powiat. Reports in “Oriens”
provide reliable information about a school and a hospital in Lubieszow founded
by the Capuchins.® Several issues also describe the establishment by monks of this
order of a parish in the village of Uhrynicze (Uhrynychi) in the Kamien Koszyrski
powiat, whose activities were hampered by the authorities. Particularly interesting
are the details of the Capuchins’ struggle to preserve a chapel of the Eastern Rite
in Uhrynicze.’

The journal devoted greater attention to the Papal Eastern Rite Seminary in
Dubno. This educational institution has not yet been the subject of separate schol-
arly attention, and in general very few sources on its history are known; thus the
materials in “Oriens” are an especially valuable source on this subject. A substantial
article about the Dubno Seminary appeared in the first issue of the journal. It provid
reconstructes a detailed account of the initial experience of training Neo-Union
clergy in the Luck diocese at the diocesan Catholic seminary, and of the circum-
stances surrounding the opening of the Eastern Rite seminary in Dubno: the first
faculty members are listed, the number of students admitted is recorded, and some
attention is paid to living conditions within the institution. Since the seminary was
inactive during 1929—-1931, the second part of the article describes the process of
its revival and its placement under papal patronage, identifying who taught there
and handled administrative affairs, in which languages lectures were delivered,
where curricula were prepared, and how the student body was assembled.!?

Subsequently, the operation of the Dubno Seminary was described regularly
in “Oriens”. Although for the most part these were fairly brief notices in the
“News and Notes” section, they are nonetheless quite informative. For instance,
at the end of 1933 the journal reported that during the autumn of that year twelve
persons had been admitted, three of them to the advanced course, bringing the
total number of students to thirty-five. There were far more applicants than
the institution could accept. At the beginning of November, three hierarchs vis-
ited the seminary, among them the principal ideologist of the Neo-Union, the
Podlaskie bishop Henryk Przezdziecki. In honor of these distinguished guests
an academic ceremony was held, at which Jan Hermatiuk (Harmatiuk) delivered
a welcoming address on behalf of the alumni.!!

" Ojcowie Kapucyni wschodniego obrzqdku, “Oriens”, (1934) no. 1, pp. 23-24.
8 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1936) no. 1, p. 31.

 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1939) no. 4, pp. 125-126.

10 Seminarium papieskie w Dubnie, “Oriens”, (1933) no. 1, pp. 25-26.

1 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1933) no. 6, p. 188.
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The journal also reveals that the most frequent visitor to the Dubno Seminary
was the apostolic visitor Mikotaj Czarnecki. It was he, predominantly during Great
Lent, who performed the priestly ordinations of seminary students. The names of
those ordained, together with the precise dates of their ordinations, were always
recorded in Oriens, making it possible to reconstruct the Neo-Union clergy and to
determine the geographical origins and places of appointment of graduates, since
the journal regularly reported on the latter. For instance, in 1934 forty-two students
were enrolled across all courses, among them two monks. By national composition,
there were sixteen Poles, sixteen Ukrainians, eight Belarusians, and two Russians.
Nineteen had been born in the Latin rite, fourteen in the Greek Catholic rite, and
nine had been received from Orthodoxy. By territorial origin, fourteen seminar-
ians were from Galicia, thirteen from the Northern Kresy, four from Volhynia
and Podolia, and eleven from the central and western voivodeships.'? The journal
also reported that in 1936 Eugenjusz Metnyczuk received a parish in Podlaskie,
Antoni Pakosz in the Lemko region," while in 1937 graduates Kocaba and Teptyj
received appointments in Canada.'* In 1938, five students completed their studies
at the Dubno Seminary — Roman Danilewicz, Stefan Htadun, Walenty Kibalczyc,
Mirostaw Plecan, and Stanistaw Krawczyk. At the end of March of that year, the
first four received diaconal ordination at the hands of Czarnecki, while the fifth
was ordained a deacon. R. Danilewicz belonged to the Luck diocese, S. Htadun
and M. Plecan to the Pinsk diocese, W. Kibalczyc to the Podlaskie diocese, and
S. Krawczyk to the Vilna diocese." In the last issue of “Oriens”, which appeared
on the eve of the Second World War, it was reported that over its entire period of its
existence the Dubno Seminary had produced twenty-three priests, of whom seven
served in the Siedlce diocese, six in the Luck diocese, three in the Vilna diocese,
one in the Lublin diocese, two in the Lemko region, two in Eastern Malopolska,
and two in Canada.'® Such information about the students of the Papal Seminary
in Dubno is difficult to find in other sources.

The same applies to the teaching staff, whose changing composition can be
followed closely through the pages of “Oriens”. At the beginning of the 1934/1935
academic year, for instance, Ludwik Dostal departed for Yugoslavia and Jakob
Morillo for Belgium, and were replaced by Father Antoni Niemancewicz and
Kazimierz Raczycki. At that time the seminary had six priests and two scholastics
on the teaching staff, with three monks responsible for administrative affairs.'” In
the 1935/1936 academic year, eight priests worked at the seminary: Rector Antoni
Dabrowski, Vice-Rector Jozef Buraczewski, Jakob Morillo (who had returned from
Belgium), Antoni Niemancewicz, Feliks Rosemann, Jozef Warszawski, Marceli
Wysokinski, and Mieczystaw Leszczynski.!® At the end of 1938, a change in the

12 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1934) no. 5, pp. 158-159.
3 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1936) no. 3, p. 96.

4 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1937) no. 3, p. 95.

15 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1938) no. 3, p. 93.

1 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1939) no. 4, pp. 125-126.
7 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1934) no. 5, pp. 158-159.
18 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1935) no. 6, p. 190.
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rector of the Dubno Seminary and the appointment of two new faculty members
was reported.' In general, “Oriens” apparently did not overlook any changes.

The journal also carried other news from seminary life — including the founding
of the student newspaper “Druh” and the establishment of the Society of Saint
Josaphat,?® as well as the attendance of the seminary church by the local popu-
lation.?! An important report appeared in one of the 1939 issues, noting that the
Congregation for the Oriental Church had approved a new statute for the Dubno
Seminary, which thenceforth received the official name “Papal Inter-Diocesan
Oriental Seminary in Dubno.” The notice explained that the institution was to
remain directly in the hands of the Jesuits, while its general governance lay with
the ordinary of the Luck diocese, in whose territory the seminary was located.
Thus, taken together, the materials of “Oriens” make it possible to reconstruct the
history of the Dubno Eastern Rite Seminary across the entire period of its existence.

Information about the four-month courses for convert priests organized in Luck
in January 1933 by Bishop Adolf Szelazek is found almost nowhere else; it is pre-
served in Oriens. The same article mentions the faculty of the courses, headed by
Rector Father-Canon Antoni Jagtowski, and reports the opening of a Uniate chapel
within the grounds of the Catholic seminary in connection with these courses.”

The bimonthly regularly reported on the archpastoral visitations of Bishop
Mikotaj Czarnecki and on his trips to Rome and meetings with the Pope, though
always in the form of brief notices; no substantial article in “Oriens” was ever
devoted to the apostolic visitor of Volhynia and Podlachia. By contrast, almost
every issue carried a substantial biographical article about one or another Catholic
or Uniate religious figure — yet not once was this a clergyman of the Luck diocese,
although Neo-Union priests of other dioceses did receive such treatment. One might
note, at least, the substantial article about Sergiusz Spytecki,* who served in the
Podlachia eparchy, but who in 1924, while residing at the Pochaiv Lavra, became
the first Volhynian Orthodox priest to convert to Neo-Union.

A substantial portion of “Oriens” coverage concerns the development of the
Neo-Union parish movement in Volhynia. Ukrainian historiography has examined
more thoroughly the circumstances surrounding the formation and subsequent
operation of the Volhynian Neo-Union centers that emerged during 1925-1928:
their establishment was accompanied by numerous scandals, well documented
in the contemporary press and comparatively well preserved in archival sources.
Information about the Neo-Union parishes that appeared in the 1930s is far scarcer,
since their adherents, unlike those of the earlier period, were not permitted to claim
Orthodox church property; this removed the principal grounds for interconfessional
conflict and thereby reduced the interest of the secular and Orthodox press. “Oriens”,

1 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1938) no. 6, pp. 190-191.

2 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1936) no. 6, p. 190.

2 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1937) no. 3, p. 95.

2 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1939) no. 2, p. 62.

B Instytut przeszkolenia w Lucku, “Oriens”, (1933) no. 2, pp. 52-53.
2 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1938) no. 5, pp. 158-159.
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on the other hand, may be considered one of the principal printed sources on the
history of the Neo-Union parishes in Volhynia in the 1930s.

Of particular value are the survey articles providing statistics on the faithful
of all Neo-Union parishes, naming their incumbents, and briefly noting the main
problems and achievements of each center. It is from such publications that one
can form a sense of the overall dynamics of the Neo-Union movement in Volhynia
and trace changes of incumbents. The first such piece appeared in the bimonthly in
mid-1933. In addition to statistical data, it reports the consecration in the village of
Zabcze (Zhabche) in the Luck powiat of a chapel built with funds from the Luck
Curia and the government; plans to divide the Antonéwka (Antonivka) parish in
the Kostopol area, where a considerable number of Galician colonists resided
and three chapels existed in different villages; the intention to open a parish in
the village of Ztoczéwka (Zolochivka) in the Dubno powiat, which never came
to fruition; and the holding of services in private premises in a number of villages
for emigrants from Galicia.”® A year later, “Oriens” reported on the emergence of
the Neo-Union movement in the village of Gaje Lewiatynskie (Hayi-Leviatynski)
in the Dubno powiat and on changes of incumbents in three parishes.?® Six months
later, readers learned that the Zabcze parish had lost its separate incumbent and
that certain parishes were experiencing difficulties owing to the lack of church
buildings.”” At the beginning of 1938, the journal reported on further personnel
changes in five parishes, as well as on the death of the psalmist of the church in
the village of Kuskowce Wielkie (Velyki Kuskivtsi), Afinogen Arabski.?®

Reports on individual parish life appeared in the journal with some regularity.
On occasion the stimulus for publication was a positive development, such as the
consecration of churches and chapels in Kuskowce Wielkie, Kotodizno (Kolo-
diazhne), and Zastawie (Zastavya), or the founding of a new center. For instance,
at the end of 1933 the journal described the conversion to the Neo-Union of part
of the inhabitants of the village of Tutowicze (Tutovychi) in the Sarny powiat,”
and in 1936 the opening of a Neo-Union parish in the town of Rowne (Rivne)
was announced.®

More frequently, publications were prompted by the need to draw public
attention to problems in the development of the Neo-Union that stemmed above
all from the reluctance of local authorities to permit the spread of a movement
they perceived as a threat to public security in the region. “Oriens” held that the
authorities were artificially propping up the Orthodox Church, even referring to
it as the “government church.”?' Engaging in a kind of polemic with the author-
ities, the editorial board sought to demonstrate the futility of their insistence on
maintaining numerical parity between Uniate and Orthodox parishioners in certain

% Rozwdyj akcji unijnej na Wolyniu, “Oriens”, (1933) no. 3, p. 76-78.
2 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1934) no. 5, pp. 158-159.

21 Z nowych placéwek unickich, “Oriens”, (1935) no. 3, p. 84.

2 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1938) no. 2, pp. 63—64.

2 Z Woltynia, “Oriens”, (1933) no. 5, p. 156.

30 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1936) no. 5, p. 160.

31 Na réznych placéwkach unijnych, “Oriens”, (1934) no. 3, p. 92.
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villages. For instance, “Oriens” expressed surprise at why the Orthodox had been
returned the church in the village of Tutowicze, when nearly all the villagers there
had converted to the Union.*? The journal also raised the issue of hostility toward
the Union “on the part of determining factors” in connection with the situation at
the parish in Gaje Lewiatynskie. Although, according to the editorial board, about
five hundred persons had accepted the Union there while only one hundred and
forty remained in Orthodoxy, the authorities ordered the church handed over to the
latter and refused to permit the construction of a residence for the Uniate priest.*

The journal also drew attention to the circular issued by the Volhynian Spiritual
Consistory on 19 March 1937, which declared that children of families married
by a Uniate priest who had not subsequently been wed before an Orthodox priest
were to be registered as illegitimate. The editorial board held this to be unlawful
under both Orthodox canonical law and state legislation, and questioned on what
grounds Eastern Rite Catholicism in Volhynia should be treated differently from
the same Catholicism in Galicia.**

On occasion, “Oriens” came forward to refute reports disseminated by Ortho-
dox sources about the decline of one or another Neo-Union parish. In 1933, for
instance, it denied a claim published in the Warsaw Orthodox newspaper “Slovo”
about the demise of the Union in Zastawie, explaining that a deacon had caused
some disruption by introducing liturgical innovations that the incumbent priest
had not sanctioned. The conflict eventually reached such a point that the Curia
decided to withdraw the clergy altogether, leaving the local Uniates to await a new
incumbent.® Similarly, in early 1935, “Oriens” disputed the claim, advanced by
Orthodox sources, that the Neo-Union was being wound up in the village of Miatyn
(Myatyn) in the Rowne powiat. What was true, the editorial board acknowledged,
was only that the administrative authorities had refused to permit the opening of
a church capable of holding five hundred persons, which the Uniates had erected
in barely a week, on the grounds that no building permit had been obtained.*

Although the editorial aims declared by the journal envisaged fostering under-
standing between Eastern and Western Christian worldviews, and “Oriens” therefore
did not set itself the separate goal of discrediting Orthodoxy, it nonetheless, as
a confessional publication, could not avoid doing so entirely. In seeking to highlight
the advantages of the Uniate Church, the editorial board could not — and in all
likelihood did not wish to — refrain from casting the Orthodox in an unfavorable
light. This is evident, for instance, in a report on the Redemptorist monastery in
Kowel, which apparently drew Orthodox townspeople for confession; the journal
presumed to speak for them, asking rhetorically where one was to go with the
burden of one’s soul — to the government church with its hurried, mechanical

32 WiadomoSci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1933) no. 6, p. 188.

3 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1938) no. 6, pp. 190-191.
3 Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1937) no. 4, pp. 127-128.
35 Wiadomosci z Wolynia, “Oriens”, (1933) no. 2, p. 62.

3¢ Wiadomosci i notatki, “Oriens”, (1935) no. 1, p. 31.
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confessions, or to that quiet Uniate monastery church, where a proper confession
could be made.*’

Given that the Uniate parish in Kowel never had a significant number of faithful
from among former Orthodox, the veracity of the above assertion in “Oriens” may
be questioned. Such unsubstantiated claims are in fact characteristic of the journal,
which on more than one occasion reported on the Neo-Union successes that had
no basis in reality. One publication asserted that Orthodox communities dissatis-
fied with their pastors would repeatedly learn of the possibility of replacing them
without abandoning their rite; that the Lutsk episcopal Curia continually received
petitions from entire villages requesting reception into the Catholic Church; and
that the sole obstacles were a shortage of Eastern Rite chaplains and insufficient
funds for church construction.® In reality, over the entire lifetime of the journal
fewer than ten Neo-Union parishes were opened in Volhynia, and in only a few
other places were externally initiated attempts to establish a Neo-Union center
recorded. Nor, in support of its claims, was “Oriens” able to name a single one of
the villages that had allegedly petitioned the Curia.

Deserving of particular attention are also the photographic inserts that accompa-
nied every issue of “Oriens”. These constitute an extremely valuable source on the
history of the Neo-Union in Poland in general and in Volhynia in particular, since
the journal published a large number of photographs that not only appear nowhere
else but in many cases represent the sole surviving images of certain places and
persons. Over the entire run of the journal, more than thirty photographs relating
to the development of the Neo-Union in Volhynia were published, and virtually
each one is unique. Nearly half were taken at the Dubno Seminary, including the
very first photographic publication in “Oriens” — a group portrait of the faculty and
students of the institution together with Bishop Mikotaj Czarnecki and the former
rector of the Orthodox Krzemieniec (Kremenets) Theological Seminary, priest
Piotr Tabinski, who visited Dubno in January 1933. Similar group photographs of
the faculty and students appeared in the journal almost annually thereafter. Some
show Bishop Czarnecki together with students he had ordained; others capture
moments from divine services conducted at the seminary by the apostolic visitor.
The journal also contains exterior views of the seminary building and photographs
of the seminary church.

On three occasions, the journal published joint photographs of the Neo-Union
clergy of Volhynia, taken at pastoral gatherings in Kowel, Dubno, and Luck. Only
two individual portraits of Volhynian Neo-Union priests appear in the journal —
those of Sergiusz Spytecki and Teodor Pasicznyk. One further photograph shows
four members of the Uniate clergy who were former Orthodox priests. One issue
contains a group photograph of the Kowel Redemptorists, and one additional pho-
tograph from this missionary center records the blessing of the waters in Kowel on
Theophany. Several photographs document the missionary work of the Capuchins

37 Na réznych placéwkach unijnych, “Oriens”, (1934) no. 3, p. 92.
38 Rozwdj akcji unijnej na Wolyniu, “Oriens”, (1933) no. 3, p. 78.
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in Lubieszow — two views of the monastery (before and after restoration) and
a photograph of the teachers and pupils of the Capuchin school.

Particularly interesting are the group photographs of parishioners from Vol-
hynian Neo-Union communities posed before their churches and chapels. Such
photographs were published from the villages of Dubeczno (Dubechne), Humniszcze
(Humnyshche), Gnidawa (Hnidava), Tutowicze (Tutovychi), Kraska, Rafatowka
(Rafalivka), Kuskowce Wielkie (Velyki Kuskivtsi), and Miatyn (Myatyn). Some
of these images are of particular value in that the church buildings depicted no
longer survive and no other photographs of them are publicly available.

Conclusions

Thus, the journal “Oriens” may be regarded as one of the important printed
sources on the history of the Neo-Union in Volhynia. The greatest concentration
of material concerns the Dubno Eastern Rite Seminary, whose operattion’s history
can be reconstructed almost entirely on the basis of “Oriens” materials alone. The
articles on the origins of the Eastern Rite Redemptorist and Capuchin missions
in Volhynia are likewise of exceptional informational value. The coverage of
Neo-Union parish centers in the Luck diocese is uneven: the journal offers more
on parishes that emerged in the 1930s — precisely those least well documented
in other sources. Reports on the number of faithful in individual parishes and on
changes of incumbents allow the dynamics of the movement’s growth and the size
of the Neo-Union clergy to be charted. The photographic material in “Oriens” is
also of considerable significance: more than thirty items relate to Neo-Union in
Volhynia, and the photographs published in the bimonthly preserve images of
church buildings and individuals that would otherwise be considered lost. At the
same time, uncritical use of “Oriens” materials in research may lead to unwar-
ranted conclusions, since the journal, as a purely confessional publication, did not
always cover interconfessional relations objectively and tended to overstate the
achievements of the Uniate mission.

Translated by Andrij Saweneé
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