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KINDERGARTENS AND NURSERIES IN THE LIGHT OF EDUCATION LAW  

Summary

Polish communist authorities of the People’s Republic sought to seculari-
zation of education system, starting from the lowest level of education, namely 
kindergartens. As part of the anti-Church state religious policy, kindergar-
tens run by female religious congregations were gradually eliminated in the 

entities that had been contributing up to that moment to preschool educa-
tion institutions, resulted, in an undemocratic, totalitarian political system, 
in the monopoly of the state on organizing, conducting and supervising the 
institutions of preschool education, which would encourage more effective 
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indoctrination of pupils. The education law became one of the instruments 

to move religious congregations away from responsibility of raising a child of 
a preschool age. This phenomenon was not stopped by protests of superiors 
from religious congregation and hierarchy of the Church who claimed that the 

education, according to which, apart from state-run kindergartens there could 

obstacles, religious congregations could not revive the business of conducting 
pre-school education.

kindergartens, nurseries, pre-school education, Polish People’s 
Republic, female religious congregations, education law, the Ministry of 
Education, anti-religious activities, communist regime, repression against 
religious orders
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